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Through the eyes of a practitioner of thirty years’ 
experience in the ‘bear pit’ on Macquarie Street, Gavel to 
Gavel takes us on a fascinating journey through the 
corridors of parliament.  
 
When Kevin Rozzoli was Speaker of the NSW 
Legislative Assembly, new members would regularly ask 
for a book to explain what parliament was about from a 
practical point of view. None being available, Rozzoli 
eventually decided to write it himself. 
 
Gavel to Gavel is the first book of its kind, written by 
someone who has been there and done it. Rozzoli’s 
seven years as one of the most highly regarded 
Speakers provide the background for this detailed study 
of parliamentary practices and procedures.  
 
Gavel to Gavel lifts the veil on the inner workings of 
parliament, providing a fascinating journey through the corridors of power. This is an 
invaluable resource for those who aspire to parliament or are already there; those who 
are interested in how our parliaments work; and for those who seek to influence the 
development of public policy. 
 
Gavel to Gavel takes us through the past, the present and into the future of parliament, 
as it explores the dynamics of parliamentary democracy at a time when the world’s great 
democracies struggle with great challenges. 
 
The Hon. Kevin Rozzoli retired from the NSW Parliament in 2003 after serving as the 
Member for Hawkesbury for 30 years. From 1988 to 1995 he was the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly. He is an Honorary Research Associate in the Department of 
Government at the University of Sydney and continues his deep interest in parliamentary 
process as national president of the Australasian Study of Parliament Group. 
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