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The Book

There are now more notional democracies in the world than at any other time in history. Australis was
NISIHAUA an early pioneer of that form of democracy now prescribed as inseparable from good governance, as a
THE STATE OF | recipe for accountability and as an antidote to corruption,

DENOBRAC‘I’ But how healthy is Australian democracy now?

Since 2002 the Democratic Audit of Australia has been applying internationally tested indicators deriving
from four principles - political equality, popular control of government, civil liberties and human rights,
and the quality of public debate and discussion — to Australian pofitical institutions and practices. The
Audit takes and analyses data from the Australian Commonwealth, States and Territories as well as from
three comparative democracies — Canada, New Zealand and the United Kingdom — to identify strengths, weaknesses
and apportunities for reform.

Australia: The State of Demecracy informs Australian and international readers as to how well Australia measures up
against democratic values, Authered by key members of the Democratic Audit team — Professor Marian Sawer, Or
Norman Abjorensen and Dr Philip Larkin - the book interprets Audit findings in a highly readable and accessible form and
identifies the changes necessary to achieve a real democracy.
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