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Australasian Study of Parliament Group 
 

DRAFT 
MINUTES OF THE 36TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Wednesday, 5 October 2016 

 
Balcony Room, Parliament House, Adelaide 

 
Attendees 
Adjunct Professor Colleen Lewis (President), Lesley Ferguson (Vice President), Danny 
Milincic (Treasurer), Kirsten Robinson (Secretary), David Skinner (ACT), James Rees 
(ACT), Kay Saunders (ACT), Tim Bryant (ACT), Ben Foxe (NSW), Leslie Gonye (NSW), 
Cheryl Samuels (NSW), Steven Reynolds (NSW), Michael Tatham (NT), Matthew 
Louwrens (NZ), Tom Spencer (Qld), David Pegram (SA), Penny Cavanagh (SA), Daniel 
Messemaker (SA), Todd Buttsworth (Tas), Dr Richard Herr OAM (Tas), Dr Vaughn Koops 
(Vic), Dr Isla Macphail (WA), Maddison Barnsby (WA), John Seal-Pollard (WA), Dr Harry 
Phillips AM (WA), Hon. Michael Sutherland MLA (WA). 

 
1. Meeting 
 
The meeting commenced at 4.20pm, with Professor Colleen Lewis in the chair.  
 
2. Apologies 
 
Apologies were accepted from Hon. Dr Ken Coghill (Vic) and Professor David Black AM 
(WA). 
 
3. Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in Wellington on Thursday, 1 October 
2015 were adopted (moved Todd Buttsworth, seconded David Skinner). 
 
There was no business arising from the Minutes. 
 
4. Changes in Chapter Representation 
 
Current Chapter representatives are: 
 

ACT James Rees  David Skinner   Tim Bryant 
NZ Lesley Ferguson Professor Mark Hickford Charlotte Dawber-Ashley 
NSW Ben Foxe   John Young    
NT Dr Robyn Smith Michael Tatham 
QLD Lucy Manderson Donna Weeks 
SA David Pegram  Penny Cavanagh 
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TAS Stephanie Hesford Dr Richard Herr OAM 
VIC Wayne Tunnecliffe Richard Willis   Hon. Dr Ken Coghill 
WA Dr Isla Macphail Dr Harry Phillips AM 

 
5. ASPG Website Working Party  
 
Lesley Ferguson reported to the Group on the proposed redesign of the ASPG website and 
presented a PowerPoint presentation on how the new website would look. She noted that 
it would cost NZD$18,000 as a one-off initial investment, and then NZD$60per month for 
on-going maintenance. Each Chapter would have ownership of their page, and would be 
able to amend or update it, plus provide content. For an additional cost of NZD$900, a new 
ASPG logo could be designed, which could function as the home page button on the 
website. At its meeting prior to the AGM, the Executive had endorsed the continuation of 
the subcommittee, comprising Dr Isla Macphail (WA) (Chair), Lesley Ferguson (NZ), 
Michael Baker (Vic) and Rohan Tyler (NSW), and $18,900 to proceed with the redesign, 
subject to the AGM’s approval. 
 
Agreed, That the website redesign subcommittee continue to oversee completion and roll-
out of the new website and that $20,000 be made available to redesign the ASPG website. 
Further, that the subcommittee can access contingency funding via the Executive if there is 
a need for a budget top-up to secure additional functionality (moved James Rees, seconded 
Lesley Ferguson). 
 
Agreed, That Dr Vaughn Koops (Vic) join the website subcommittee (moved Todd 
Buttsworth, seconded Harry Phillips). 
 
6. ASPG Constitutional Changes & Template Chapter Constitution 

 
The Secretary explained that proposed constitutional changes and a template Chapter 
Constitution had been circulated in accordance with the provisions of section 28 of the 
ASPG Constitution which requires 21 days’ notice before the AGM.  

 

Four responses were received in relation to the draft constitutional changes, which were 
from the Victorian, New Zealand, NSW and ACT Chapters. It appeared that all of the 
proposed constitutional changes were accepted, apart from those made to section 6 
(Annual Meeting) and section 25 (Finances) of the ASPG Constitution. Agreement had 
been reached at the Executive Committee to establish a Working Party to reach a resolution 
on the proposed changes to sections 6 and 25 of the Constitution involving corporate 
memberships and reimbursement of Chapter fees. The Working Party would consist of 
Lesley Ferguson (NZ), Dr Richard Herr (Tas), David Skinner (ACT) and Dr Isla Macphail 
(WA) and it was agreed that the Working Party would start to meet during the Conference 
and attempt to resolve these issues. 

 

Agreed, That the amendments proposed to the following sections of the ASPG 
Constitution: 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 19, 22 and new 22A be agreed to (moved David 
Skinner, seconded Isla Macphail). 
 
Agreed, That the Template Chapter Constitution be agreed to, but that it is not mandatory 
and is only a guide (moved Isla Macphail, seconded David Skinner). 
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[Secretary’s note: Proposed new section 6A which reflected one of the recommendations 
agreed to at last year’s AGM (“All Chapters will provide to the Group Secretary a written 
report, referred to as the ‘annual Chapter Report’, one month before the annual general 
meeting, which will include their current membership list and Chapter activities for the 
year”), was inadvertently not included in the changes agreed to above]. 
 
7. Executive Reports 
 
President's Report 
Professor Lewis noted the excellent work which had been undertaken in the previous year 
by the review committee chaired by Dr Isla Macphail. The website subcommittee had 
resulted from that review, and it had held three or four teleconferences during the year.  
 
Professor Lewis advised that, as outlined in the Treasurer’s Report, the ASPG was 
currently in a healthy position financially. There were rising costs associated with the 
journal, such as postage costs, but these would come down once the Group moved 
towards an e-version of the journal. 
 
Several Chapters were very active, while others were far less active. The President pointed 
to the success achieved by the WA Chapter with its 106 members and urged those 
Chapters who were not as active to get in touch with the more active Chapters to get ideas 
about how to revitalise their membership. The President concluded by thanking the 
members of the Executive Committee – Lesley Ferguson, Danny Milincic and Kirsten 
Robinson – for their excellent work and dedication to the well-being of the ASPG 
throughout the year. 
 
Agreed, That the President’s Report be adopted (moved Tim Bryant, seconded David 
Skinner). 
 
Treasurer's Report and Auditor's Report 
Before the Treasurer spoke, the President noted that Danny Milincic was not able to 
continue as Treasurer and was standing down from the position. He had carried out the 
role on his own, as he didn’t work for a Parliament and did not have any institutional 
back-up. Professor Lewis thanked Danny for his work as Treasurer and explained that this 
meant the ASPG would be looking for another Treasurer to step in for 12 months until the 
elections in 2017. 
 
The Treasurer noted that the organisation was in a sound position financially. There had 
been a recorded loss in 2015-16, which was related to APR production expenses of 
approximately $8,000 in 2014-15. These had been carried over into the 2015-16 year. A 
major expense for the Group was the journal. The Treasurer explained that he had 
arranged for Simon Woodford to undertake the audit of the Group’s finances this year, 
which the Executive had approved. The President advised that Danny had signed a 
declaration stating that he did not have any conflict of interest in connection with the 
independent audit of the financial report of the ASPG, that he did not have an economic 
interest or other shared interest, and that he had not granted or sought any advantage, 
financial or in kind. 
 
Agreed, That the Treasurer’s Report be adopted (moved Vaughn Koops, seconded Harry 
Phillips). 
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Agreed, That the Auditor's Report be adopted (moved Tim Bryant, seconded David 
Skinner). 
 
8. Australasian Parliamentary Review and Report from Editor 
 
Professor Colleen Lewis, as Editor, spoke about the last two issues of the APR, the first of 
which was ‘Parliament and the Law’, which had been co-edited with Dr Isla Macphail and 
which had included some high-powered contributors. The second edition, 
Autumn/Winter 2016, Vol. 31 No. 1, included papers from the ASPG Conference, 
Modernising Parliament for Future Generations, held in New Zealand in 2015. This issue also 
had excellent articles from contributors ranging across such diverse issues as minority 
governments, parliamentary committees and petitions.  
 
The Editor noted that she had intended to publish one of the APR editions this year with a 
special theme – Parliamentarians and the Media – but this didn’t eventuate because of the 
federal election and potential contributors’ time commitments. The Editor still hoped to 
publish a special issue on this theme in mid-2017 and encouraged members to submit an 
article.  
 
The Editor noted that last year she had proposed dividing the journal into discrete 
sections, including having peer-reviewed articles (submitted either by academics or 
practitioners and subject to a blind peer review process) and another section involving 
articles from practitioners in the field which are non-peer reviewed. However, following 
concerns about how these two sections may be viewed, in that some sections may not be 
perceived as important as others, she decided to stay with the current format. 
 
The Editor explained that she had contacted various university and commercial publishing 
houses about having them publish the journal. However, there was little interest as the cost 
of the journal was too modest and to make it attractive for a university or commercial 
publishing house subscription fees would have to be raised. She noted that the redesigned 
website would help to address postage cost issues. 
 
The Editor thanked all who had submitted articles and those who had reviewed refereed 
articles. 
 
Agreed, That the Editor's Report be adopted (moved Lesley Ferguson, seconded David 
Skinner). 
 
The Editor noted that at the last AGM it had been resolved that funds be allocated for the 
journal distribution for the next two issues (i.e. December and July).  
 
Agreed, That funds be allocated for the journal distribution for the next two years (moved 
Isla Macphail, seconded Harry Phillips). 
 
9. Chapter Reports 
 
Chapter representatives provided a brief overview of their activities, based on their 
Chapter reports which had already been circulated and included information on their 
memberships, activities and financial statements. 
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Western Australia 
Western Australia had 104 members in 2015-16. The Chapter hosted a supper seminar and 
a dinner seminar during the year. Isla Macphail noted that the Western Australian Speaker 
and President were always very supportive of the activities of the ASPG. She also 
acknowledged and thanked Professor Colleen Lewis for her support and leadership. 
 
Victoria 
Victoria had 65 members in 2015-16. The Chapter hosted four seminars in 2015-16, 
including an analysis of the August 2016 Federal Election where Antony Green, ABC 
Election Analyst, was the keynote speaker. They were looking at hosting a seminar in late 
2016 on the US Presidential election. 
 
Tasmania 
Tasmania was a very small Chapter with 14 members. It did not hold any activities during 
the year although it did provide funds towards a Parliamentary Internship Prize. 
 
South Australia 
The South Australian Chapter had 15 members in 2015-16 and had hosted one activity in 
the year on ICAC – Theory and Practice. 
 
Australian Capital Territory 
The ACT ASPG Branch had launched a new website and had held two events during the 
year, one of which was a presentation on English Votes for English Law Changes in the 
House of Commons and the other was on the potential impacts the Assembly’s increase to 
25 members will have on governance in the ACT. The ACT ASPG Branch had 33 members. 
 
New South Wales 
NSW reported 47 members and held three events during the year, including a lunchtime 
forum on the current political landscape of the United States and also one on the 200th 
anniversary of the Rum Hospital. 
 
Northern Territory 
The Northern Territory Parliament held a half-day seminar for potential candidates, 
presented by the Electoral Commissioner, Parliamentary Counsel, Clerk and Deputy Clerk. 
In October or November, a seminar will be held on ‘What is an Opposition?’ Michael 
Tatham added that the ASPG would be promoted amongst Members in the next 
Parliament. 
 
New Zealand 
In addition to hosting the 2015 Annual ASPG Conference, the NZ Chapter had held several 
seminars during the year and Lesley noted that the Clerk had paid for the membership of 
staff. There were 52 members in 2015-16. 
 
Agreed, That the Chapter reports be adopted (moved David Skinner, seconded Michael 
Sutherland. 
 
10. 2017 Conference location  
 
It was noted that the next Conference in 2017 would be hosted by the Tasmanian Chapter 
(Wednesday, 27 September to Friday, 29 September 2017), followed by the Queensland 
Chapter in 2018 and the ACT Chapter in 2019. A proposed list of future Conference 
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locations was discussed up to 2026, which had been agreed to in principle by the 
Executive: 

 
2017 Tasmania 
2018 Queensland 
2019 ACT 
2020 Victoria 
2021 Northern Territory 
2022 Western Australia   
2023 New South Wales  
2024 New Zealand  
2025 South Australia 
2026 Queensland 

 
11. Conclusion 
 
The President thanked the South Australian Parliament for all the work undertaken in 
hosting this Conference and noted that she looked forward to the sessions over the next 
two days.  
 
The President declared the meeting closed at 5.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT        SECRETARY 
Date:          Date: 


