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Engaging through Internet Plebiscites    

 New Zealand voting trends 

 

 Support for online voting – and use overseas 

 

 2016 Local Government election trial 

 

 Where Parliament fits 

 

 Choosing a new flag 

 

 Challenges and opportunities 
 



NZ General Election Turnout 1981 – 2014    



NZ General Election Turnout 1981 – 2014    



NZ General Election Turnout 1981 – 2014    



NZ Local Election Turnout 2004 – 2013    



NZ Local Election Turnout 2004 – 2013    



Access to the Internet 

 

 

 

    



         Support for Internet Voting 



     Overseas Experiences of Online Voting 

 

The Good    Not so Good 

 

France    Netherlands 

Estonia (after a poor start)  United Kingdom 

Switzerland    United States 

Norway    Spain 

 

     New South Wales 2015 

     



     Overseas Experiences of Online Voting 

 

     



         Security Threats for Online Voting 

 

     



  NZ Local Government Online Voting Trial 2016 

Online Voting Working Party 

 

 Feasible – a natural extension of existing options 

 Can improve the voting experience 

 Particularly useful for overseas, disabled, remote 

 

But warned 

 Staged implementation 

 Public trust and confidence critical 

 Security critical, but not easy 

 

Bug bounty – constructive analysis of system vulnerability 

     



  NZ Local Government Online Voting Trial 2016 

How the Trial Works 

 

 Up to 10 local government bodies 

 Councils carry the cost 

 Councils decide if they want a trial, Minister then selects 

 

 No commitment beyond this trial, definitely no 

commitment to national general elections 

 

 DIA Guide – 125 requirements for local government to 

meet to carry out a trial – design, process, accessibility, 

security, audit, etc 

 



Local Government Online Voting Trials 

 

 

 

Wellington     Christchurch 

Palmerston North   Dunedin 

Masterton    Hamilton 

Porirua    Waimakariri 

Selwyn    Hurunui 

     Marlborough 

 

 







Where Parliament Fits 

2016  LG Trial  

 

 

 

Non-binding 

Parliamentary 

plebiscites 

Full availability for LG 

Elections 2019 NZ General 

Election 2020 



Opportunities for Online Parliamentary Plebiscites  

 Greater focus on Parliament  

 

 Engaging the disaffected 

 

 More accurate than opinion polling  

 

 Better informed than opinion polling 

 

 Ability for MPs to test their ideas 

 

 If seen as genuine consultation, translates to 

increased turnout at elections 

 

 Could build on 2016 LG trial (if successful) 
 



Challenges to Online Parliamentary Plebiscites  

 If results seen as being ignored by MPs, then 

greater disengagement (see NZ CIR)  

 

 Establishment costs – would need to be in 

conjunction with Elections NZ – but ongoing cost 

relatively low 

 

 Security failures – set back the use of online 

voting, and voting more generally 

 

 Choosing suitable topics / questions to engage 

 

 Low online turnout could be seen as a failure 

(could be seen as an elitist pursuit) 

 
 







Hijacked as a 

joke  

Wisdom of 

crowds 

OR 



 Engaging Parliament Through Internet Plebiscites 

 

 

 

An idea worth developing 

 

or 

 

Idealistic – nice try but forget it 


