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Parliament and the use of information and commtioica technology (ICT) to
create an entirely novel form of parliamentary deraoy in the British Isle$An
array of suggestions and possibilities is exploled,there is almost no mention of
what role a parliamentary library might be called o play in facilitating
information and educational support for the newlgo@his is curious since the
House of Commons Library is already making sigaificcontributions in this area.
Moreover, parliamentary libraries can potentiallpk® even richer contributions
where there is the requisite imagination and dtivemake this happen. Those
gualities have been abundant in the past: is #neydack of them at present?

The Australian contribution to this same compilatioy Kirsty Magarey (‘The
Internet and Australian Parliamentary Democracygiitains a useful overview of
the position in the Commonwealth Parliament. Wisatim the present context,
noteworthy and even surprising, is how little refege is made to the part played for
some time by the Australian Parliamentary Library a trailbreaker in the
introduction of ICT and how successfully that Likyrdnas used computers across
the wide range of its information, research andalip services. The marginalisation
of parliamentary libraries in the discussion of lsumentral issues as ICT for
parliamentary use seems to have tangled roots,obat wonders whether the
intellectual battle, as distinct from the institutal, political and public relations
ones, where parliamentary libraries can rarely naakeimpact, has proved beyond
their reach as well. This may well be too pessimisat view to take when one
considers the excellent intellectual material aftem the books reviewed below.

Setting the scene

Centenaries and anniversaries in parliamentararigs are now coming thick and
fast in Australia, Canada, the United States, dseménere. This has prompted the
Association of Parliamentary Librarians in Canaglaitganise what seems to be a
first’, a symposium on the history of parliamentéibraries. This is to take place in
Quebec City in September 2002. The symposium wiplore different aspects of
the history of documentation and libraries in parientary life in Canada, the
United States, and Europe, since the introductfahis type of library at the end of
the 18" and the beginning of the % %enturies’. Why, we might ask, is there no
mention of Australasia? Perhaps when the Canadieesthe work by Patrick
Gregory they will realise that they have overlookethething significant

Parliaments aregar excellenceinstitutions in which history is of fundamental
importance for defining their role in the life dig state which created them. A
richer understanding of the nature of historicacdurse is called for when we
consider complex institutions such as parliamerieir libraries clearly are part of

2 ‘The Scottish Parliament: [Re-]Shaping ParliamsnEemocracy in the Information Age’, by Colin
F. Smith and Paul Gray, 67-79 in fn 1.
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that history and have in some notable cases desglap identity which lends the
library in question an interest in its own rightii§ is the case with the Library of
Congress (LC), but it must be admitted this is @seery special case. There is,
however, a certain parallel to LC in the creatidnttte Commonwealth (later

Australian) Parliamentary Library. The legacy ofstbry can be at times a
troublesome burden for parliaments and their liegarin the case of those of the
Australian states, this is a factor that must hemgidue weight. The legacy of the
past is in their case the ground bass that accdewgpaheir development into

modern times. Some of these points will occupy wshér in the review of the

publications listed above. We might add in antitigga of what follows that these

publications are in most cases valuable recordmsiftutional memory and are

reminders of the larger values which parliamentdmaries can and do incorporate
for the culture and self-understanding of theitegand polities.

Three of the publications listed above might bedsth set the scene for
parliamentary libraries in contemporary times. Thawe the reference work
compiled by Jennifer Tanfield, the guide to thdiparentary libraries of the Nordic
countries, and the special issue of the French-diamgournalDocumentation et
Bibliothequegevoted to parliamentary libraries in general.

Dealing first with the Nordic work, this publicatiq144 pp.) issued in 2000, deals
with the parliamentary libraries and ancillary infation and documentation
services (for example, parliamentary archives) anmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway and Sweden. A general introduction to thed\olibraries is given by
Margareta Brundin, the Parliamentary Librarian lo¢ tSwedish Parliament. She
emphasises the strong links among these librarfeseavco-operative arrangements
stretch back to 1922. In the field of electroniformation the Nordic legislative
libraries have a common website called Parlex fdormation about foreign
legislation in the Nordic countries (7). Each parient is dealt with separately:
basic information is given on matters such as thly of the library, details of its
collections and services, its budget with a breakdmf heads of expenditure
presented usually in pie-graph form and with caéougraphics. Details of the work
of the parliamentary archives are also given. Epeahliamentary building is
represented by a sketch of its facade. Throughwretis emphasis on the use of
automation and the importance of information neksambracing parliaments of
the Scandinavian region. The information presenednecessarily brief but
sufficient for a general orientation concerning thage of services and the nature
of the organisation in each parliament. Photos éamcolour) of the library
premises help the reader to gain an idea of feslitThis work, which is
periodically updated, is an excellent introductitm the Nordic parliamentary
libraries and would be a useful reference worklitararies catering for readers of
all kind. The text is in fluent English and is dgsissimilated by non-specialists.

Jennifer Tanfield has produced a substantial lgda reference manual on the
national parliamentary libraries of Western Europighteen countries (including
the Nordic countries mentioned earlier, and Turka included as well as three
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international parliamentary assemblies in Westemopge. The work is divided into
two sections: first the English section (1-140) #meh the French section (141—
295). This work updates a similar compilation iskue 1990. Entries for each
section (A-J) incorporate data about history, adstiation, staff and organisation,
electronic, research and other services, publicatiparliamentary archives and
other parliamentary information services. The HtBtdntroduction mentions an
Inter-Parliamentary Union survey of 1998 which tegroduction ofGuidelines for
the content and structure of parliamentary Websiltds interesting to compare this
Introduction with the monograpRarliament in the Age of the Internatready
mentioned. The rate of change in the use of ICTn®elat reference publications
are to a greater or lesser degree already outtefvdaen they appear.

The long introduction to the 1990 edition by Derrgoglefield is reproduced in the
2000 edition. This text is still important and whhs an outline of the main issues
concerning parliamentary libraries and their fututestill reads very well even
given the numerous changes ICT has brought toi¢he ft is a significant text for
marking the state of parliamentary librarianshipaasl990 and for its clarity in
defining the range of needs parliamentary librasiesk to encompass. It is likely to
be considered something of a ‘classic text’ by feitwriters on the history and role
of parliamentary libraries.

The Tanfield guide is rich in detail, and is imgort for the spectrum of information
provided in an easy assimilable form. The greaemity among parliamentary
libraries emerges as one browses through the enfrtds reflects the vagaries of
their historical origins. But at the same time @e®s a general convergence of
identity among them when it comes to electronivises. This is equally true of
other types of library where the computer has shrembtaiway the individual points
of difference which often made the libraries ingtireg and noteworthy. Fortunately
with the Western European parliamentary librariessse a general regard for the
traditions of history and a preservation of theeoldollections and features of these
libraries.

The third publication falling into this broad catey (‘setting the scene’) is devoted
to parliamentary libraries in general, but with arth American emphasis. A
collection of ten articles with an introduction Baston Bernier is published in
French by the journaDocumentation et BibliothéquesSince this journal is
apparently held in an incomplete form by only dibeary in Australia, it will be
analysed in more detail than might normally be tase Two articles were
translated from English, one of them being an larticom two officers of the
Australian Parliamentary Library. The second trated article is by William H.
Robinson, well known for his work at the CongresaloResearch Service in
Washington, and for his numerous contributions e literature of legislative
research for parliamentarians. The Editor, Gastemnidr, who retired as the
Parliamentary Librarian of Quebec in 2000, has ghdtogether an unusual range
of topics on parliamentary libraries as well as edhmt are more traditional. This
variety lends the whole issue a particular inteagst reference value.
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This reviewer found the article by Gilles Gallichébes Parlements et leurs
bibliothéques, ou les chemins documentaries de dmodratie) particularly
rewarding. The author traces in a panoramic fashien rise of parliamentary
libraries as a class. The influence of the FrenekoRition of 1789 is pivotal. In
1796 the Directory, that is, the French revolutigrgovernment, set up a library for
the use of the Chamber of Deputies, and the Seeatg a separate library in 1799
for its needs. Gallichan traces the evolution o tibraries for the French
parliament, recording some valuable observatiormutathe exchange of official
publications between parliamentary libraries in née and other European
countries. This is a topic that deserves a detaitedy of its own, especially since
parliamentary exchanges assumed a wide scope innitheteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Official publications form angparatively large proportion of
the holdings of many research libraries and cdstahee same is even truer of the
collections of parliamentary libraries. Unfortugtefficial publications are prone
to be undervalued as a category and the large anobgpace they occupy is often
begrudged them. New digitised formats offer hermesalleviation. Exchange
arrangements have a long and not altogether easiiewed history as M.
Gallichan points out and one hears reports thdt kargy-standing arrangements are
sadly in danger of lapsing for reasons which sergmyrquestionable.

Gallichan covers the history of parliamentary liga in the New World in this
same article, and in particular we are given annage of the growth of the
significant Library of the National Assembly of Chex. Although relatively brief,
this article by Gilles Gallichan will prove of use historians for its text and its
bibliography.

Other articles deal with management functions ofigraentary libraries (Richard
Paré, head of the Canadian Federal Parliamentisalyy parliamentary research
services by Hugh Finsten, who uses the Canadiaer&eBarliamentary Library as
his principal example, a survey of the way the @@raparliamentary libraries treat
the important resource of press clippings (Dareeridki), and a contribution by
Jocelyn Saint-Pierre on the responsibilities thei@mentary libraries have with
regard to the conservation and diffusion of ‘pamiéatary memory’. The author
writes about the role parliamentary libraries hasereservers of the ‘patrimony’ of
their state or country. This article touches oruésswhich are not well enough
represented in the literature on the role and é&utaf parliamentary libraries.
Australian parliamentary staffs will find much iisharticle to ponder and develop
further, although the Australian environment is sarhat different and less easily
adapted to generalisation.

Rénald Buteau’s article arouses interest becauseatithor spent some time
working on a staff exchange arrangement in theraliah Parliamentary Library in

Canberra. He compares the indexing operations aoepin Canberra and at the
Parliamentary Libraries at Quebec and Ottawa. Tithaa has used information
from a questionnaire he circulated as well as flimpersonal observations. He
makes a strong case for the continuing importatitetthe human indexer, even
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though automated forms of indexing are recogniseduseful adjuncts in the
information-finding process. The human indexerbteao bring skills, which are
better suited at present to locating precise in&tiom rather than quantities of
variable value, which automated indexing produdasteau also points out the
indexing challenges arising from a growing inforimat world of metadata
(pictures, sound etc added to text).

Jean-Antoine Milogo from the PARDOC program of fkesembly of Francophone

Parliamentarians, writes about the work of parliatagy libraries in developing

countries. His article deals, however, only withlipanentary libraries in Africa and

Asia. His article contains information about theiates and objectives of the

Francophone intergovernmental organisation anceitjet parliaments comprising

the Parliamentary Assembly of Francophonia. Mudorefis being devoted to

providing these parliaments and their librarieshwibternet access and home
websites. Access to information, particularly tanm@ary documents, remains a
problem. Members of parliament must be linked iashegly to information at the

local, national and international level. The creatiof networks among these
libraries will accelerate their mutual objectivislogo explains these issues briefly
but with references to publications in French whiatuld be valuable for scholars
seeking greater detail.

Two of the articles translated from English forstissue are worth separate
comment. The first is by an author who has alrezahytributed some fine pieces
about the role and future of parliamentary librarigVilliam H. Robinson of the
Congressional Research Service looks at libraryies and research in the*21
century. His article of 5 pages (with triple colusnper page) is full of excellent
observations made by a perceptive long-time prangt and does not shirk the
issue of the decline in the reputation of parliatagans and of the parliamentary
institution. He sees one of the keys to the coetihsuccess of parliamentary
libraries in their positive services to facilitathke work of legislators and in
facilitating the programs and objectives of ledistas on a broad but sophisticated
level. Assistance to committees is specially sidglat by him,

The second article is by two prominent officerstloé Australian Parliamentary
Library, Nola Adcock and Roslynn Membrey. Their itogoncerns the use of
technology in parliamentary libraries ‘yesterdayday and to-morrow’. Since their
Library and the Australian Parliament are now a fbrefront in Australia of
computer applications for a range of legislativedw® they are well placed to offer
convincing arguments on this theme. They make thadidv point that
parliamentarians are now so dependent on the kttand its information capacities
that they need not so much the provision of infdromafrom their parliamentary
library as good instruction and support from theedry in their personal use of the
Internet. How this will shape the work of parliartesty libraries in the coming
century will be a matter keenly watched.
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A final article calls for special comment. It is by editor of this special issue and
a leading identity in Canadian parliamentary limaship: Gaston Bernier. He has
chosen a subject which in the past has receivetdalittle attention by authors on
parliamentary libraries. His contribution is ergdl ‘Parliamentary libraries: their
collections from yesterday to to-morrow’. Nowadaywjth the advent of
digitisation, online publishing by parliaments themives and the availability of
reference works and serials on the Web and in neleetronic formats, librarians
seem prone to discount or undervalue the printdigations they hold and give
them less regard than they warrant.

The historical factors which surround the origindagrowth of a number of
parliamentary libraries have led to some of themuamg over lengthy periods
considerable collections of materials of greatuwmalt historical and social depth,
but not of particularly high usage by contemporgarliamentarians. These
collections, especially in countries with a coldmbast such as Australia, where the
parliamentary libraries were actually the bestdibes in their regions for some
period, represent a mirror of colonial history andture. In this respect they have
acquired heritage importance transcending theiomapmce within a parliamentary
library. However, because of other circumstancetgmaents may be unaware or
unheedful of this legacy under their charge. Evesrse and profoundly to be
regretted, is the destruction (whether by saletloeromeans) of the integrity of this
precious asset. Indeed, publicly-owned library exiibns may in significant cases
form part of the patrimony of a nation or staterliBments, at least in Australia, do
not have an impeccable record as trustees of pab$ets in their charge. Perhaps
Canada has a different history in this regard. Tdeent action of the House of
Commons Library in London in making older publicais available for display and
consultation (on long-term loan) to the British Mus is an initiative which shows
that other options, apart from wholesale discardingale, may be found in some
countries’

In his contribution Gaston Bernier points to théuable historical work on the
collections of the Parliament of Lower Canada earaut by Gilles Gallichan. The
latter’'s study of the collection built up from 18621849 is an important pioneering
analytical work which seems little known outsiden@da. It is increasingly
important that more factual work of this natureesiplace amid the plethora of so
many conflicting opinions and prejudices regarditige value of historical
collections in parliamentary libraries. The printatalogues of library holdings in
the nineteenth century come into their own sin@y tifive so much data not easily
obtained otherwise. Bernier neatly deals with thabfgem of how librarians view
their collections and responsibilities as custoslily citing a statement from a
report of a New Zealand Parliamentary Librarianhile] ‘the chief librarian of
twenty years ago was glad to have such [that istofically and culturally

3 Clark, Dora\Whatever shall we do with all those old books? The/Kihibrary Project. 4 pp.
[2002]
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significant] material, the present chief librarimmuld be glad not to have it
Against this appraisal of the past Gaston Bernimcgeds to offer a well-
differentiated view of what the collections of theure should embrace in concert
with a structured understanding of the complex sold the parliamentary
institution, the elected representatives and tlodegsional responsibilities of the
library managers. This is not a simple view and tni& Bernier emphasises,
change as political needs and personal factoratdiciThere is obviously much
more to this hitherto rather neglected aspect dfgmaentary librarianship than can
be dealt with in this review, but M. Bernier's alé opens up the debate most
usefully. He has obviously much more to contrittoté.

Celebrating the History of European Parliamentary Libraries

Two of the books celebrating the anniversarieshefrtparliamentary libraries are
not in English. The first is in Swedish and themsw®tis in Hungarian. The Swedish
volume commemorates the sesquicentenary (1851-2@f1)the Swedish
Parliamentary Library (Riksdagsbiblioteket) in antsome hardback with
numerous photos and illustrations, many in coldtiie various photos of the
Library’s premises give a good impression of a wagkibrary which preserves
features of its historical origins whilst still logj linked into the electronic age.
Edited by Margareta Brundin whose name has alrbadyn mentioned, this work is
divided into three sections: The Library and itemiions (which include political
cartoons), the Library and its premises, and thwdry’s services, (‘The Library,
yesterday, to-day and to-morrow’). Within thesetisms attention is given to a
variety of aspects of the Library’s premises asdaitchitects, its range of services
and the functions of its various departments, dndllf speculations about the
future development of the Library. Functions in@utie indexing of parliamentary
publications, the organisation of the parliamentarghives and the creation of
biographical files on parliamentarians.

The text combines an historical overview of theraily’s evolution in response to
the changing constitutional and political circumstes of Sweden (and to some
extent Norway) and reference documentation on tidlé af the Library (listing the
names of officers since 1851 for example), andrg gemprehensive bibliography
of writings on the members of the Riksdag (194—285)s bibliography alone is of
great research value to students of Swedish plitin addition, there is a
bibliography of writings relating to the library @uiits personnel (188-93). Initially,
the Library evolved from the parliamentary archivesit it now embraces the
parliamentary archives as one of its departments,taalso has an EU Information
Centre with some 12 officers. The Library and iffskwoots has a total staff of 87
and a collection of about 700,00 volumes.

4 The quote comes from P. LaundfParliamentary Librarianship irthe English-speaking World
(1980) at 13.
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Like most national parliamentary libraries and aaréasing number of state and
sub-national parliamentary libraries, the Swedishli@mentary Library has a full

electronic service and its own Internet websitewkleer, unlike Westminster-style
parliamentary libraries, the Swedish Parliamentabyary offers its services to the
public as well as the traditional parliamentaryrasdts online catalogue can be
freely consulted from outside the Library by the bl Because the

Riksdagsbiblioteket was at one time the most cohmasive library available in

Sweden and its resources were naturally soughthglars and students, it offered
services beyond its own parliamentary clienteles kvorth noting that the Greek
Parliamentary Library with its collection of morkan 1.2 million volumes, has
similar features which are fully set out in theahuable Tanfield guide.

Whilst this reviewer cannot read Swedish, his krealge of German enables him to
get a limited insight into the contents. He is aldeappreciate that there is much
more to the Swedish Parliamentary Library than dre @onvey. It is a pity that the
Editor did not include some summary pages in aertational language, such as
French, English or German so that the valuable mahte this volume could be
accessible, at least in outline, to a larger restdprDespite these limitations most
national parliamentary libraries would find this kkavorth acquiring if only for the
numerous photos. The Tanfield reference work ajreadentioned would
supplement the Swedish text very adequately.

The second work is in Hungarian, a language wellsida the reviewer's
competence. It deals with the period 1870-1995tuRately, however, the Editors,
Drs Jonas Karoly and Veredy Katalin, have providd@1-92) an English
abbreviate of salient points in the text. This isaadsome hardback in large format
with a number of reproductions in black and whifepbotos of parliamentary
dignitaries and parliamentary librarians, copiesngbortant documents (including
relations with the European Union). There are akseeral coloured photos of the
Library’s interior. These photos show a rather aed library that seems fairly
restricted in its stock and equipment. Since thefi€d guide does not include
Hungary, it is not easy to check for details

Celebrating the History of the Parliamentary Library of Quebec

The Parliamentary Library of Quebec was founded in 1802ing a brief period of
peace between France and England’ (Gilles Galligheamd was originally known
as the Library of the Legislative Assembly of Loviganada. Its foundation came a
year after the foundation of the Library of Congrés Washington. Quebec thus
can claim one of the world’s oldest parliamentdydries with a continuous history
in the Westminster system of parliamentary govemtmédts bicentenary is
commemorated in a handsome issue of Bhdletin [de la] Bibliothéque de
I’Assemblée Nationale [du Quélle®n the cover of the special bicentenary issue of
the Bulletin is a large colour reproduction of the art-nouvetained glass window
that is one of the features of the Library’s pressisThis window depicts an
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allegorical scene of a woman carry a containeratewfrom a waterfall. This scene
represents the Library’s motto: Je puise mais n&p( draw but do not exhaust).
This refers to the drawing of water from the neseding flow of the waterfall, that
is, of information and books contained within thiévrary which do not exhaust
their value or contents because of this use. A séilking and apt motto for any
parliamentary library. The article by Ginette Laneq36—38) explains the origin of
this motto and how the window came to be commisgicend installed.

There are six articles and an introductory tribtdethe Library by the current
secretary-general of the Legislature, Francois Gdthis issue of 38 pages. A brief
mention of each contribution will give an idea obwh this special number
commemorates this signal event in the history ef@uebec Parliamentary Library.
The first article to be mentioned, although not fhist in the issue, is that by
Clément LeBel on the cataloguing and classificatigstems used from 1802 until
contemporary times. This article is mentioned fisstause so little attention is
generally paid to the historical ‘bibliothecal’ glents in parliamentary librarianship
and because knowledge of techniques and procettorasearlier eras has almost
become the domain of archaeologists!

The LeBel article (in double columns, 25-31) tratles history of the printed
catalogues issued since 1802 until 1933 when thection had 170 000 volumes.
Printed catalogues were given to the parliamemari@r their personal use, a
system that was also followed in at least some raliah parliamentary libraries.
Access to a card catalogue was at first for libistaff use, but later for use by all
library clients. Libraries of earlier eras generdibllowed a policy of restricting
catalogue consultation to its own staff. In much $ame way access to collections
was also limited to the library staff. From 199& thibrary’s catalogue has been
online and available over the Internet. A briefigadion of changes in printed
catalogue practice in the nineteenth century (2y-+2&8uld not seem to be very
different from what was the general practice att thariod in other printed
catalogues. Fundamental changes in cataloguing éame 1932 when ‘the first
catalogue to be published in almost thirty yeansl the last to appear’ (28) began
to be issued. Only two parts appeared and it seesns not distributed to users
(ibid). The reviewer was strongly reminded of th&tdry of the printed catalogue of
the NSW Parliamentary Library which appeared ih® 1950s, but suffered similar
vagaries.

The discussion about classification procedures usdide Library may be of little
interest to laymen, but does reflect major concefridbrarianship up to the advent
of the computer. The Library introduced the Dewesciinal Classification in the
early 1930s at the behest of the Speaker of the, Tir® Bouchard. This important
parliamentary figure seems to have taken a strengppal interest in the role of the
Parliamentary Library. His thinking seems by albications to have been in
advance of that of the Library staff. When the hityr wished to develop co-
operative cataloguing procedures with other Camatitaaries, it was found that
most of these used the Library of Congress clasgitin, but a report on the need
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for change opted for the maintenance of the stqiies(31). At present Dewey is
used for monographs and other special classificatiossed for particular groups
such as official Quebec publications, and the likeBel concludes his article by
pointing to the possibilities how within reach sewf the computer. Metadata and
other online tools can realise objectives whichditranal cataloguing and
classification did not have within their grasp, ethough the old systems and the
new both saw the need to unlock the contents ofigatlons and to assemble them
in a way that assisted location and retrieval.

Gilles Gallichan writes about the ‘two centuries in theve® of the members of
Parliament’ (5-8), Gaston Bernier (9-15) traceff steanges and services at fixed
points in the Library’s history, the years 18126281912, 1962 and 2001-02. He
reviews the Library’s budget at these points alfiothe 1812 period does not have
the necessary information because the Library veas/et fully functioning as an
entity. Likewise, when he reviews the growth of 8taff establishment (1900: 4
persons; 2000: 67 persons), he compares these raimitie the staff establishment
of the Legislative Assembly. The first woman wasptyed by the Library in
1921; by 2000 women formed the majority of the hilyr staff, but men still
generally remained the heads of the various libemstions. The employment of
university graduates and staff with professiondlrdry qualifications is also
reviewed. He touches on the delicate question ditigad influence in staff
placement and even on the question of ‘phantonf’ stiaft is, of persons paid as
being on the staff but not actually working theWith regard to the future
developments in staffing numbers and arrangemeévitsBernier is cautious in
making forecasts, but repeats the expectatiomtieatbers will themselves become
more autonomous in their information searches aay lmok to the Library to be
‘mediators’ in their search techniques as muchoasdther than) providers of the
actual information sought.

The article by Jocelyn Saint-Pierre (16—24) suriigsvarying accommodation of
the Library over its long history. The author natiest his account is likely to cause
misgivings because the Library’s accommodation tbeen dogged constantly by
difficulties and inadequacies throughout its higtorhis is, it seems, rather the
common lot of this type of library if one may gealise from the experience of
Australian state parliamentary libraries. The #&tiprovides photos of various
Library rooms, the earliest being from 1910. S&li@rre is of the opinion that the
present Library quarters in the Pamphile-LeMayding are adequate for staff and
users and for a part of the collection. But manlgeotLibrary functions and

collections are still dispersed over five differbnildings. In concluding his article,

he states his belief that new quarters, not nedbsseithin the parliamentary

building but within easy reach of it, could be able solution to accommodation
problems. M. Saint-Pierre thus touches on a probtemmon to a number of

parliamentary libraries: the long-cherished dogtrat the Library should be close
to the chambers. This belief is no longer as jigstifis it may have been in earlier
times. Online access to information, email for seadmmunication and other
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technical aids have altered perceptions and wonké@egis. Of course political needs
change over time, members vary greatly in theirkimgy habits and the dynamics of
party politics cannot be easily defined in advardethis has long been recognised
and indicates why ironclad solutions to even sudhtively low-key considerations
(in the whole parliamentary and political contexs)library services to a legislature
are still elusive.

A discussion of the publications of the Library 092002 is contained in the article
by Yvon Thériault (32—-35). The author briefly tracde history of publishing by
the Library, but believes that from 1970, the tiwilgen Jacques Prémont took over,
publishing on a consistent basis and especialignati to the information and
research needs of the users began to flourish. sHmes ‘Bibliography and
Documentation’ is mentioned as one of the primampligations issued by the
Quebec Parliamentary Library. Australian parliamepntibrarians will be reminded
of very similar publishing trends here which begamuch the same time. Several
important publications have been prepared by acideom behalf of the Library.
One which would be useful in research librarieBigtionnaire des parlamentaires
du Québed 792—-1992 compiled by Professor Pierre Drouilly and pubdidiby the
Laval University Press, 1993). Another historicadlyented work is a compilation
of press reports of parliamentary debates in thetaenth century before Hansard
existed in Quebec. These works are sponsored bliltnary, but are compiled by
various academics. These are only some of the gfubg output of the Library,
which has been steadily active over a period ohdes to the obvious benefit of the
Parliament and of scholarship. The survey by Yvbariault, though brief, conveys
the importance and extent of this Library activilig. permanent value cannot be
doubted.

This special issue of thBulletin is a worthy commemoration of a Library with a
rich history and a sound record of achievemeratisih indicates that a full historical
monograph on the history and place of the francophQuebec Parliamentary
Library in the social, cultural and political lilef Quebec and in the world of the
largely English-speaking Westminster system ofigaméntary government would

be a rewarding if daunting subject to undertakds Itvorth remarking that this

journal is regrettably not listed as held by ahbydry contributing in Australia to the

National Bibliographical Database. Since the isseig reviewed is vol. 31, nos.
1-2, theBulletin has obviously a respectable history and mightuppased to be a

valuable source of information and history. To jedy this one issue, the journal is
impressively produced, well illustrated, and of ighl professional content. The
special issue is certainly worth possessing.

Celebrating the History of the Parliamentary Library of Victoria

The review of Patrick Gregory'Speaking Volumes: The Victorian Parliamentary
Library 1851-2001has been placed last so as to reward the regolatishce by
offering them a treat at the end. This work isstfir, an admirable piece of book
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production, superior to what we normally encouieparliamentary publications.
Those responsible for the design, typography angtibtions have done an
excellent job. A handsome volume is the result twedbook is a pleasure to take in
hand. But even more so, secondly, it is a pleasuread. It is written in a style that
makes the reader wonder whether the author, wha isfficer of the Library, has
not a promising vocation as a professional writerd thirdly, it shows real skill in
dealing with complex, sometimes controversial tepiaringing out the substance
without neglecting subordinate strands. The resuttmands respect.

The Victorian Parliamentary Library, founded in 1851,onpleted its
sesquicentenary in 2001, marking the occasion toyclaing in September 2001 the
work under review. The Hon. Bruce Chamberlain, g of the Legislative
Council officially did the launching at a functioattended by a number of
distinguished present and former parliamentariibsary staff and friends of the
Library. This reviewer was privileged to be presamdl must ‘declare an interest’ in
the book since he saw it in draft form, and madeesminor comments. His name
occurs in the text when discussion mentions a tegggnmissioned from him by the
Joint Library Committee in 1988. Having made thimigexion clear, the reviewer
has no reluctance in fully endorsing the publicatend in describing it as a
convincing piece of historical research and as dhéstanding history of any
Australian parliamentary library to date.

Following the traditional chronological arrangemeitinstitutional histories, this
work consists of four well-articulated chapters 8mappendices. The latter give the
usual details of Library Committee membershipslist Parliamentary Librarians,
and statistics of staff growth and budget. Apperfdigs unusual and very valuable:
it gives an analysis of the composition of the ngraph collection in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. It shows, for instance, gercentage of the collection in
broad subject areas (Geography and Travels, Goesrinand Politics, etc). It is
worth noting in passing that ‘Theology’ had a hegdto itself in the nineteenth
century, whereas the appropriate term has becomed8phy and Theology’ in the
twentieth century. This change in terminology aliedells a story. In 1980 this
category comprised 1% of the holdings but in 18@&®togy represented 4% of the
holdings, the highest point recorded for it in tAjgendix. Information such as this
may not excite the common run of readers, but tsdhwith a concern with the
history of the book in Australia and the growth adlonial culture, these are
important facts, which open up new and welcomepsatives.

The narrative flows easily throughout and it is iolg that the author brings a
lively intelligence to his material. He draws gopen portraits of people (there is
ample material on curiosities of behaviour in theeteenth century), and comments
on personal idiosyncrasies when this is calledHier certainly does not avoid some
of the controversial episodes in the Library’s digf but he shows admirable
balance in dealing, for instance, with the cardekrthur Wadsworth, the Librarian

who left the Victorian Parliamentary Library to loege the first Librarian of the

then Commonwealth Parliamentary Library. Wadswdréls been severely dealt
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with in the history (1989) of the Commonwealth Ramentary Library by Andrew
and Margaret Osborn. So extreme is their treatrtieitthe charge of bias against
the authors seems sustainable. Gregory’s textifutaand judicious on this matter.
Through his tone and even-handed treatment Gragimgy the reader’s confidence
in his soundness of judgment.

Gregory’s text is enhanced by many quotes fromLtheary’s correspondence and
internal records, official reports and, of course Library’s own annual reports.
Like other Australian parliamentary libraries, t&torian Parliamentary Library
has had its share of ‘reviews’ into staffing andhagement. The discussion of the
1928 Pitt Report into the Library’s staffing fallsto the pattern of similar reviews
carried out by State Library authorities over thecatles in more than one
parliamentary library. Ernest Pitt, the then he&adhe Public Library of Victoria,
upset the Library with his criticism of its catalogg arrears; he thought his own
Library should step in and remedy the positionsTdpisode gives us a glimpse into
the often shakey relations between State and pegtitary libraries in Australia:
there is a long and rather sterile history of stispiand even on occasions jealousy
between the two institutions in more than one stite teamed up in 1934 with the
prominent American librarian Ralph Munn to produgereport on Australian
libraries generally. This influential report refedr to parliamentary libraries as a
class: they ‘comprise the most favoured group istAalia’. Comparing them with
the US legislative libraries, the report was catiof the parliamentary libraries.
Gregory concludes:

It is not surprising that the Library fared badtythe Munn—Pitt report. It
was, after all, an inquiry into the country’s libysservices as a whole at a
time when they had fallen into serious neglect. . Thus the run-down
nature of the Victorian Parliamentary Library was from unique, and it
actually fared better at the hands of Munn and ®idn its interstate
counterparts. (100)

Gregory’s analysis of this malaise with parliameyntbraries in the 1930s is a
good assessment of the position which lasted timil1950s or even beyond. He
does not, for obvious reasons, extend his analysi® consideration of the
administration of the parliament as a whole whersimailar ‘torpor’ might be
detected. The Victorian Parliamentary Librariantted time, Eric Frazer, made a
spirited response to the Munn—Pitt report, bug itat difficult to see that there were
real questions now being posed about the rationfaparliamentary libraries and,
indirectly, about the ability of parliaments to ke the fundamental issues that
arose from having large, culturally and historigathportant collections under the
parliament’s direct control. Gregory neatly sumghugpreality:

But whilst the Parliamentary Library could have meeonsidered a
standard bearer for Victorian library serviceshe previous century, the
truth is that the time had long since passed wheould make any such
claim for pre-eminence. (102)
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The pages he devotes to these matters documenttanpabistorical strands, since
so much that later occurred had their origin in ifsies raised in the Munn—Pitt
report. The later McColvin ReporPyblic Libraries in Australia,1947) added
further fuel to the fire by suggesting that goveemts should consider ‘integrating’
their state and parliamentary libraries. The pobtsntihis report led to, involving in
particular H. L. McLoskey, the NSW Parliamentarytarian and Eric Frazer, are
fully dealt with. The spirit of the times is weN@ked by Gregory in this episode.

Chapter 4 From Collection to Information Service, 1965-2p@ioves from the
troubled period when the Library suffered loss afllmentary Librarian Perry
through premature death, continued to receive ipaate financial support and
confronted awful accommodation problems, to thevdtan improvements became
a reality and not an aspiration. The forces whieldenthis at last possible are traced
by Gregory who points to the changing climate dha@m about the role of the state
parliamentary libraries. This change, advocatedheyParliamentary Librarians as
well as by a core of interested parliamentariarss wirrored also in the strong
emergence of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Libramth a separate,
independent identity after its splitting from thewNational Library of Australia in
1960. All these factors promoted possibilities vhigere inconceivable in earlier
years. The text clearly follows the huge changeshm Library's direction, its
development as a pioneer within the Victorian Ranknt of significant computer
online services, its increasing profile within tparliamentary organisation, its
strengthening of staff expertise and its strongemgh activities to its primary users
within the Parliament and in the electorate offit@®ughout Victoria. That there
was some pain involved in these changes is made, dlat the impetus towards a
new style of library services was not blocked. @héhe major pains has been the
culling of the collection, which was once the Lity'a glory. Since the Parliament
was unwilling or unable to solve the accommodatimoblems, which still
seemingly beset the Victorian Parliament, there Ntths choice left to the Library
in the matter. But once those painful choices heenbmade, the story is one of
success and rewarded effort.

The growth of stronger links between the parliaragntlibraries throughout
Australia is another important factor in helpingedk libraries as a group
consolidate their identity, offer mutual suppordamncouragement, and exchange
ideas. Amongst these ideas was the suggestiortafauter-based network of the
parliamentary libraries. This idea proved beyorartheach, but the discussions that
accompanied it sharpened perceptions and contdtiatether developments. These
pages are an excellent survey of a very crowdeidghef initiative and progress in
which the Victorian Parliamentary Library and itarfFamentary Librarians,
Josephine McGovern and later Bruce Davidson, m@&degspersonal contributions.
The History ends on a strong positive note, whictuily deserved, emphasising the
Library's greatly enhanced capacity of carry outasiety of online services. The
image of the Victorian Parliamentary Library asiamovator in service provision,
with still a relatively modest staff establishmestipws the commitment of its staff
in an unmistakable manner.
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Patrick Gregory has produced a work that this se&iefound convincing, thorough

and very readable. There are in addition some chibapisodes from the earlier
days, which introduce ‘drama’ and occasional hum@@¥nilst there is also much in

it relating to ‘bibliothecal’ questions that mayveaa limited appeal, the non-
specialist reader would be rewarded by the vigeette parliamentary life and

personalities (parliamentarians and library stalfeand the intimate light cast on
their working environment. This work appeals toaa farger readership than the
title might suggest.

It is highly recommended.

Conclusion

The range of material now available on parliamentary libraris considerable,
especially when we recall the amount in foreigrglaages. The German Bundestag
Library has published online and now maintains pdated form itsWorld
Directory of Parliamentary Libraries,and its companion, two major reference
works in this ared.The International Federation of Library Associaio(IFLA),
with its very active section devoted to parliameptand administrative libraries,
has been noteworthy for the range of printing anlihe publishing (often in the
form of conference papers) in several languages.pliblication in 1980 of Philip
Laundy’s Library Association thesi®Rarliamentary Libraries in the English-
Speaking Worldhas, it seems, ushered in a flourishing era ohé&rtesearch and
publication. We can now point to a small but sigraiht number of publications that
greatly deepen our knowledge and understandingeofiénesis and development of
parliamentary libraries. This in turn increases ounderstanding of their wider
social and cultural importance. No one acquaintétth their work needs to be
convinced about their political and parliamentanportance. In other words, the
historiography of parliamentary librarianship maydaid to have come of age. The
Gregory work reviewed above falls into this class.

To this reviewer’'s knowledge at least three majontdbutions to this type of
historiography have occurred in the last decadee Work of Gilles Gallichan,
which this reviewer has not yet seen, may belorpitolist as well. Firstly, there is
the truly remarkable volume on the history of theidRstag Library and its
predecessors by Gerhard Ha&hiThis comprehensive German work is an

5 See Bundestag Library websitevw.bundestag.de/datl/library.wd.htm

for details ofwWorld Directory of National Parliamentary Librarieand ofWorld Directory of
Parliamentary Libraries of Federated States

This work is entitled Die ReichstagsbibliothekBerlin—ein Spiegel deutscher Geschichte...[The
Library of the Reichstag at Berlin—A Mirror of Germeétistory]. (Published in 1997 by Die
Kommission flir Geschichte des Parlamentarismusd@ngbolitischen Parteien, Bonn). For a
review of this work, see ‘The Saga of the Germarclstag and its Library’, by R.L. Cope in
Legislative Studies,3(1): 105-20 (Spring 1998).
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authoritative contribution both to the history bétReichstag Library from 1872 to
1945, but also to the study of the German politg &s principal parliamentary
institution.

The second is the history by David Menhennet oiHbase of Commons Library in
London! Now in its second edition, this work adds a nemaetision to the writing
on parliamentary libraries. These two works celyago beyond what has been
achieved in this field by earlier writers. The bist by Patrick Gregory can take its
place next to these two works. In the Australiantegt, Gregory’s work is without
rival and is in its own right an elegant piece isftérical researchIn addition, the
Gregory work can stand comparison with major histopf parliamentary libraries
abroad. Whilst the Hahn volume is by both size &neladth of research pre-
eminent, the histories of David Menhennet and Blai@regory are indispensable
and estimable contributions to a difficult fieldadse three scholars leave us deeply
in their debt. They add an important dimension e tvriting of institutional
history, a field which is as difficult to tackles & is to do well. Patrick Gregory has
succeeded on both counts.

What remains for Australian students of parliamgntidraries to research? The
institutional histories and studies we possessrcthesfield well in most respects,
but the wider context seems ripe for deeper armlyidie wider context refers, for
example, to the parliamentary institution itselfie trelationships between the
departments which it comprises, the part playethtsrpersonal relations between
Clerks, Parliamentary Librarians and Presiding €2ifs, and rivalries over status
and professionalisation. The impact of technoldgichange on the internal
dynamics of the organisation is also awaiting esgilon and the myths already
building up around this topic need sober analyieese are some of the topics
which are still unclear, yet which may play a sgosubterranean’ role in the
culture of parliamentary life. Some of these mattaay not be generally part of the
public record, but they are nevertheless real detemts on the operations of the
institution as a bureaucratic organisation. They\few memoirs of parliamentary
officers sometimes offer oblique illumination onetmature of parliamentary

" David MenhennetThe House of Commons Library: A Histoffiouse of Commons Library
Document No. 21 (¥ edn)). London, The Stationery Office, 2000. A esviof the first edition,
1991 is contained in ‘The Future of Parliaments &hdir Libraries’, by R.L. Cope iPapers on
Parliament20 (October 1993): 1-34, Canberra, The DepartnfethiecSenate, 1993.

8 The history of the Commonwealth Parliamentary &ifptby Margaret and Andrew Osborn
promised to be a major contribution to the fieldt i is an idiosyncratic work with some serious
flaws. This is greatly to be regretted since it wdt be likely that a second work of this scop# wi
appear in the foreseeable future. $he Commonwealth Parliamentary Library, 1901-1927 and
The Origins of the National Library of Australiny Andrew and Margaret Osborn (Canberra,
Department of the Parliamentary Library in assommtith the National Library of Australia,
1989). A detailed review of this work by R.L. Copeswaublished irAustralian Academic and
Research Librarien 1991: see vol. 22 (1991): 55-60.
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organisational culture. Even to have a bibliographyguch memoirs would be of
assistance.

Looking again at the parliamentary libraries speaily, there remains the
sensitive subject of whether parliaments in Augirshould be collectors as such. In
view of their sometimes lamentable record as gaasdof the collections they have
amassed at public expense, some observers atlagghink the answer is clear.

Hahn, Gregory and Menhennet all give tantalisinghgses of these subjects, but
since they are not their main theme, the glimpsestine brief. There is still much
work to be done on parliamentary sociology. Thesemable writers have eased the
way for future researchers. They have awakenedegedecuriosity which leads
beyond the libraries as simply providers of infotima and research for
parliamentarians, for finally, we must ask: whaesfions do these writers raise,
either by implication or directly, about the futuoé parliamentary libraries? To
what extent can they hold on to their nineteentitury origins and yet be modern
information and research services? Is all the @out ‘information’ and its
importance to political decision-making somethifigagahadow dance? Is it enough
for them to be simply providers of information aregdearch, even if of high quality,
using the Internet and other technological tools® aftempt to answer those
guestions here opens up new themes which go baherstope of this review. But
the questions are there ticking away. Perhaps tist ane can say at present is that
parliaments, so slow to tackle reform of themselaes not likely to encourage the
guestioning that might be required. Researcherseter, need not be so restrained.
The future of parliamentary libraries is still amresolved area of research. A



