
Words in the 45th 
Parliament 
Examining Senate debate through the 
frequency of keywords 



Senate daily business 



Word searches in Hansard – 45th Parliament 



• LGBT (same-sex marriage, related issues) 
• environment (environmental policy) 
• climate (climate change) 
• Indigenous (Indigenous affairs, related issues) 
• health (health policy) 
• education (education policy) 
• economy (Australian economy, related issues) 
• job (employment, commonly used) 

Keywords 



Average word mentions in 45th Parliament 

Year LGBT Environme
nt 

Climate Indigenous Health Education Economy Job 

2016 9.43 37 22.39 31.60 117.47 56.73 36.17 87.34 

2017 7.43 46 23.30 33.18 82.38 79.45 30.32 99.4 

2018 6.79 48.34 26.62 39.22 112.81 65.48 46.46 124.37 

2019 4.2 73.8 68.4 56.8 92 65.8 35.8 81 



“Health” above average frequency in 2018 

2018 Items at which health was mentioned most frequently 

5 February – 171 mentions Question without notice and taking note of answers 

12 February – 164 mentions Debate on the National Health Amendment (Pharmaceutical Benefits—Budget and 
Other Measures) Bill 2017 

19 March – 152 mentions Debate on the National Health Amendment (Pharmaceutical Benefits—Budget and 
Other Measures) Bill 2017 

8 May – 154 mentions Matter of public importance debate and adjournment debate 

21 June – 168 mentions Debate on the Health Legislation Amendment (Improved Medicare Compliance and 
Other Measures) Bill 2018 

25 June – 230 mentions Matter of public importance debate was on health care 

26 June – 168 mentions Questions without notice 

10 Sept – 519 mentions Debate on three pieces of legislation – Private Health Insurance Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2018, A New Tax System (Medicare Levy Surcharge – Fringe 
Benefits) Amendment (Excess Levels for Private Health Instance Policies) Bill 
2018, and Medicare Levy Amendment (Excess Levels for Private Health Insurance 
Policies) Bill 2018 

12 Nov – 194 mentions Matter of public importance debate 

14 Nov – 357 mentions Debate on the My Health Records Amendment (Strengthening Privacy) Bill 2018 

15 Nov – 250 mentions Debate on the My Health Records Amendment (Strengthening Privacy) Bill 2018 



“Indigenous” above average frequency in 2018 

2018 Items at which Indigenous was mentioned most frequently 

12 Feb – 244 mentions Questions without notice; motions to take note of answers; motions for 
debate; debate on the Social Services Legislation Amendment (Cashless 
Debit Card) Bill 2017 

13 Feb – 118 mentions Questions without notice; motions for debate; adjournment debate; debate 
on the Prime Minister and Cabinet Legislation Amendment (2017 Measures 
No. 1) Bill 

20 March – 135 mentions Questions without notice; order for the production of documents relating to 
Indigenous housing 

28 March – 87 mentions Questions without notice; some mentions during debate on Treasury Laws 
Amendment (2017 Measures No. 5) Bill 2017 and the ASIC Supervisory 
Cost Recovery Levy Amendment Bill 2017 

15 November – 73 mentions Questions without notice; additional answers; order for the production of 
documents relating to the Indigenous Advancement Strategy 

28 Nov – 122 mentions Debate on three pieces of legislation – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Amendment (Indigenous Land Corporation) Bill 2018, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Land and Sea Future Fund Bill 2018, and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Land and Sea Future Fund (Consequential 
Amendments) Bill 2018; statements by senators; and related topics in 
questions without notice 



2018 Items at which climate was mentioned most frequently 

8 Feb – 61 mentions Debate on the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Amendment (Authority 
Governance and Other Matters) Bill 2017 

19 March – 53 mentions Debate on the Coal-Fired Power Funding Prohibition Bill 2017; matter of 
public importance debate 

13 August – 90 mentions Questions without notice; motions take note of answers; matter of public 
importance debate on drought 

23 August  - 69 mentions Questions without notice; motions for debate 

10 September – 62 mentions Debate on the Coal-Fired Power Funding Prohibition Bill 2017; questions 
without notice 

13 September – 50 mentions Debate on two bills – Customs Amendment (Pacific Agreement on Closer 
Economic Relations Plus Implementation) Bill 2018, Customs Tariff 
Amendment (Pacific Agreement on Closer Economic Relations Plus 
Implementation) Bill 2018; motions for debate 

28 November –66 mentions Motions to take note of answers; motions for debate 

4 December – 111 mentions Questions without notice; motions to take note of answers; order for 
production of documents; matter of urgency debate regarding climate 
change 

5 December – 104 mentions Statements by senators; questions without notice; motions to take note 
of answers; debate on the Galilee Basin (Coal Prohibition) Bill 2018; 
motions for debate; matter of urgency debate regarding the mining 
industry 

“Climate” above average frequency in 2018 



Hansard mentions vs Parlinfo media search 

  Climate mentions in Senate Hansard, 
2018 

Climate search results for media through Parlinfo 
search 

February 137 516 

March 138 630 

May 46 619 

June 91 674 

August 356 1717 

September 211 966 

October 83 1723 

November 235 1286 

December 237 1172 



2017 Items at which LGBT was mentioned most frequently 

9 May – 13 mentions Motion in regards to human rights. 

22 June – 10 mentions Question to Attorney-General re Mrs Margaret Court. 

9 August – 9 mentions Motion to restore the second reading of the Plebiscite (Same-Sex Marriage) 
Bill 2016 to the notice paper. 

13 September – 38 mentions Marriage Law Survey (Additional Safeguards) Bill 2017 

15 November – 9 mentions Statements by Senator  

16 November – 87 mentions Marriage Amendment (Definition and Religious Freedoms) Bill 2017 

27 November – 120 mentions Marriage Amendment (Definition and Religious Freedoms) Bill 2017 

28 November – 25 mentions Marriage Amendment (Definition and Religious Freedoms) Bill 2017 

29 November – 31 mentions Marriage Amendment (Definition and Religious Freedoms) Bill 2017, motion 
relating to funding of health services. 

LGBT above average frequency in 2017 



  LGBT mentions in Senate Hansard through 
word search 

“Same sex marriage” results for media through 
Parlinfo search 

February 15 200 

March 4 296 

May 13 168 

June 20 426 

August 20 1707 

September 54 1755 

October 0 691 

November 253 1709 

December 10 908 

LGBT in Hansard vs Parlinfo media search 2017 



Question Time 18 October 2018 
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