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THE JOURNEY FROM 
FLEET STREET TO 
OFFICIAL TWEET 

1. Chart the history and purpose of 
vice-regal public communications 

• ‘Vice-regal notices’ 

• Social media use 

 

2. Overview how vice-regal offices are 
using social media to communicate 
their constitutional duties  

 

3. Use the 2015 Queensland election 
as a case study – how social media 
can explain the workings of the 
constitution 

 



THE SOVEREIGN AS A CONSTITUENT PART OF PARLIAMENT 

 The Crown is a constituent part of the federal and state parliaments in Australia, expressed as ‘the 
Queen’ everywhere except Tasmania (where it is explicitly ‘the Governor’) and South Australia.  

The Queen  

Lower House Upper House 



FROM FLEET STREET... 

 1803 - King George III became irritated by the failure of the press 
to accurately report the movements of the Royal Family  

 Creates the position of ‘Court Newsman’, whose “job consisted 
solely of supplying the daily newspapers with accurate information 
on Royal movements.”  

 Continue to be published in The Times, The Daily Telegraph and 
The Scotsman  



FROM FLEET STREET…  

 Practice adopted in Australia at least 
since 1840s (The Brisbane Courier) for 
colonial Governors 

 Often appeared in the ‘social sections’ of 
newspapers/magazines  

 Reached a high water mark in mid-20th 
century, when all metropolitan markets 
published ‘vice-regal notices’ 

 Not always a ‘source of truth’ – but 
important in placing on the record 
moments of constitutional import  

 



…TO OFFICIAL TWEET  

 In 21st century, ‘vice-regal notices’ ceased being published 
at a federal level (Governor-General), and in Queensland, 
Victoria and Western Australia  

 

 

 Vice-regal offices have looked to other mediums to record 
official programmes  



VICE-REGAL USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 

Jurisdiction Website Twitter Facebook Instagram 

Governor-General 

Queensland  

South Australia 

Tasmania 

Victoria 

Western Australia 

New South Wales 



… TO OFFICIAL TWEET  

 In all jurisdictions, the website is used to 
publish ‘vice-regal notices’ 

 In Queensland, Twitter has also replaced 
the ‘vice-regal notices’ as an accurate 
record (a Tweet for every programme 
element) 

 In all jurisdictions, social media is used to 
highlight aspects of the vice-regal 
programme  



ISSUE OF SENATE WRITS 
2019 



GRANTING OF 
ASSENT  

 Does not replace the legal 
authority of gazettal 

 But provides real-time 
notification of Assent  





2015 QUEENSLAND STATE ELECTION  

 31 Jan 2015 – Election day 

 5 Feb 2015 – Governor receives Premier (LNP),  Attorney-General, Solicitor-General 

 5 Feb 2015 – Independent MP releases public statement supporting ALP on supply and confidence  

 10 Feb 2015 – Governor receives Premier; tenders resignation pending the appointment of a new Premier 

 10 Feb 2015 – Governor receives Opposition Leader for a courtesy call 

 13 Feb 2015 – Electoral Commission declares all 89 seats (ALP 44 seats; LNP 42 seats; KAP 2 seats; Ind 1 seat) 

 13 Feb 2015 – Governor receives the newly elected Leader of the LNP 

 13 Feb 2015 – Governor receives and invites Ms Palaszczuk to form government  

 



10 FEBRUARY 2015  



13 FEBRUARY 
2015  



KEY TAKEAWAYS  

 Vice-regal communications shift with the times  

 Important that programmes are publicly available – transparency, accuracy and understanding  

 Social media isn’t always a disruptive force – can be ‘source of truth’  
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