From the Editor B

It is with great pleasure that | introduce this edition of the Australasian Parliamentary
Review.

The edition opens with a commemorative reflection on the Bicentenary of the New South
Wales Legislative Council, marking a significant milestone in Australian parliamentary
history. This is followed by a series of articles that explore the dynamics of parliamentary
committees, public engagement, and executive accountability.

One such article, authored by Catherine Watson, takes us back in time to a period of ‘order
in a disorderly House’, as we explore the work of New South Wales Assembly Committees
in an era of independence. Alistair Davidson revisits the exercise of reserve powers through
the lens of a Governor-General’s Code of Practice, while Jodhi Rutherford investigates
committee effectiveness in Queensland’s political landscape. Patrick Glynn offers insights
into closing the feedback loop in committee engagement, and Simon Scott examines the
ethical tensions faced by conscientious public servants navigating codes of conduct.

International perspectives are also featured, with Charlie Feldman and Anushua Nag
analysing the trajectory of Senate Public Bills in Canada, and Brittany Turner exploring the
implications of artificial intelligence and deepfakes for parliamentary integrity. Alex
Hickman revisits the role of explanatory memorandums in legislative clarity, and Kathleen
McGarry considers Ministers as private Members, and the implications for constituency
representation in the Federation Chamber. Legal jurisdiction in the digital age is addressed
in a multi-part exploration of parliamentary oversight of social media platforms, authored
by Rachel Tan.

This edition concludes with two book reviews: David Clune reflects on the selected writings
of John Hirst, edited by Chris Feik, and Kim Rubenstein reviews Civic Engagement in
Australian Democracy, edited by Sarah Murray and Lachlan Umbers.

Finally, | would like to use this opportunity to pay tribute to David Blunt AM, former Clerk
of the NSW Legislative Council, whose distinguished career and contributions to
parliamentary scholarship have left an enduring legacy including in the pages of this
Review. His successor, Steven Reynolds, brings a wealth of experience and leadership to
the role.

| extend my sincere thanks to all contributors and reviewers for their thoughtful
scholarship and commitment.

Dr Sarah Moulds, Associate Professor in Law, UniSA
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