: Parliamentary Pay and
the Structural Disadvantage of Rural
and Regional Members in NSW,

1862-1889



Narrowed focus

Campaign for parliamentary remuneration between

1862-1889
Country MPs
Absenteeism

Social Science>media framing & Hansard
debate



Active research
project

Put another way, still
being pecked and
scratched at
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And this is where you come in;
It’s an interactive presentation




Some
background

Country Legislative Assembly
MPs

Absenteeism

Literature Review

Research Methodology:
Hybrid approach - Digital
Humanities - distant reading
- Nicolson's approach +
traditional qualitative close
reading

Trove newspapers, Hansard,
historical society records &
academic sources




Gunnedah, (North-West)

Flectorates Northumberland and
of Interest Upper Hunter (Mid- East)

Balranald (South-West)
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ThOmaS Henry Hall

Goodwin
Gunnedah

* MP 1887-1888

e MP 1895-1901

* Pastoralist, surveyor and investor

* 8,900-acre (3,601 hectares) "Booloocorooroo
sheep station (subdivided into "Ruvgine"
including homestead)

* Notoriety: died aged 72 (1/7/1921) — fell from
window at Hotel Metropole, now site of
Governor Macquarie Tower




Thomas Edwa rdHungerford o

JYorthumberland and
Z/Jpper Aunter

MP 1877-1880 & 1882: Northumberland (Newcastle and lower

Hunter)

Upper Hunter: (1875) and 1885-1887

Pastoralist and Squatter. 1890’s drought - 1896 bank
foreclosed on his country properties.

Notoriety: “If members were only returned to pass land
laws, and to pass them in the interests of a class, he would
be a model representative”. (Our Present Parliament”




John witiam Cramsie (Snr)
JRalvanald

MP: 1880-1885 (Balranald : two members : Robert
Wilkinson)

Storekeeper, postmaster, shipping agent, and
pastoralist

MP Notoriety: “If members were only returned to pass
land laws, and to pass them in the interests of a
class, he would be a model representative” (“Our
Present Parliament” Evening News (Sydney), 11 Sept
1886, p.5)

T Wiy

1
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Plus

e|ssues
*Your thoughts?

Preliminary findings
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