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Transcribing the 
Past for the Future
Reimagining South Australia’s 1894 Women’s Suffrage 
Petition to Parliament as an Interactive Public Resource



The Petition





43 Signatures



Replica of how 
it was received 
The largest petition in favour of 
suffrage was presented in 1894 and 
has 10,656 signatures (we know, we 
just counted them!).

It is a popular document with large 
public interest.



The pages are currently 
stored in secure 
custom-made boxes



While Victoria has a beautiful 
statue to commemorate their 
women’s suffrage petition, we 
had to get creative here in 
South Australia! 

Replica of the hundred metre 
scroll



Final display and product: 
suffrage.parliament.sa.gov.au

https://suffrage.parliament.sa.gov.au/search-the-petition/


• Honour the 1894 women's suffrage petition

• Re-paginate the digital scanned pages to make the petition index in the original 
order

• Public engagement opportunity

• Education Office + Committees Office (1+4=5) 

• Create a searchable, interactive database for public use (available online + 
kiosk in-house)

How it started ...



Microfilm



State 

Records of 

South 

Australia - 

Index 

https://archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/royalty,-military-and-women/womens-suffrage
https://archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/royalty,-military-and-women/womens-suffrage
https://archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/royalty,-military-and-women/womens-suffrage
https://archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/royalty,-military-and-women/womens-suffrage
https://archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/royalty,-military-and-women/womens-suffrage
https://archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/discover-our-collection/royalty,-military-and-women/womens-suffrage


Search the Women’s Suffrage Petition (1894) | Centre of Democracy 

https://www.centreofdemocracy.sa.gov.au/suffrage-petition/


Process





• 191 scanned pages (156 pages in 
the State Records microfilm pages)

• Average was 55 signatures per 
scanned page

• Largest number of signatures on a 
page was 80





Abbreviation Queries



Column Rule Example(s)

Surname All caps ex. for Mc or Mac SMITH
McDONALD

Given 
name

Name written in full, sentence 
case

Full stops after any initials

No space between 
each initial

No full stops on honorifics ex. 
Rev. and Esq. as “v” or “q” is 
not the last letter

Standardised abbreviation of 
Junior (Jnr) and Senior (Snr) in 
brackets if different in original 
document

No full stop after abbreviated 
names

George Arthur

George A.
Maud E.J.
L.

E.S.

Mrs Eliza
Rev. George A.
Esq.

Thomas Junr [Jnr]

Mr Thomas Senior 
[Snr]

Wm
Jas
Jno
Chas

Column Rule Example(s)

Street Street names written in full, 
no abbreviation

A direction when part of a place 
name (street or suburb/town) 
written in full

Hindley St > Hindley 
Street
Port Rd > Port Road

Sth Tce > South 
Terrace
First Ave > First Avenue

15th Street > Fifteenth 
Street

North Tce > North 
Terrace
W. Thebarton 
> West Thebarton
East Adelaide
Lower North Adelaide
Extn > Extension

Town Town names written in full, no 
abbreviations

Ex St as place name, as 
the convention is abbreviation

Contemporary spelling in brackets 
if needed

If no town was listed on the 
original petition, it is not on the 
database

W. Thebarton > West 
Thebarton

Mt Druitt > Mount 
Druitt
Pt Pirie > Port Pirie
Unley Pk > Unley Park

St Kilda

York Town [Yorketown]
The Grange [Grange]
City [Adelaide]

Hd Stokes [Homestead 
Stokes]

Including style guide to assist



Resources along the wayResources along the wayResources along the way



Trove and Genealogy SA



Trove 







Suburb queriesSuburb Queries









Name Queries











N or V? ...









Both W H Dare and M A Dare signed 

the petition. Originally this was down 

as W A Dare



When consensus was reached on an entry



Top towns on the petition 

North Adelaide 413, Adelaide 455, Kadina 273, Clare 205, Glenelg 203

Petition was not just Adelaide 

Top 10 towns account for 2,308 signatures, only 21.7% of all signatures 

How many different places appear? 

514 unique towns/localities are listed

Town entries were highly spread out 

There are 22 towns/localities with 100+ signatures

Tiny places, big voices 

180 towns/localities appear with just 1 signature each

About the places…About the Places



About the People

Most common surnames 

Smith 114, Thomas 82, Brown 75, Williams 73, Jones 66

Most common given names, excluding initials 

John 175, Mary 152, James 125, Annie 117, Elizabeth 116, Jane 100, William 94, Sarah 94

Initials tell a story too 

Of the entries with a given name, about 64% appear to use first name initials only

Most common first initials 

E 1,485, M 1,358, J 1,355, A 1,214, S 630

Occupations were rarely recorded 

Only 128 signatures include an occupation; most common were Farmer 11, Justice of the 

Peace 10, Librarian 8, Labourer 6, Storekeeper 5


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: While Victoria has a beautiful statue to commemorate their women’s suffrage petition, we had to get creative here in  South Australia!   Replica of the hundred metre scroll
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Search the Women’s Suffrage Petition (1894) | Centre of Democracy 
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Resources along the way
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Suburb queries
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: N or V? ...
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40

