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I don’t need to tell you why 

parliamentary proceedings are 

important for democracy and 

transparency.



Proceedings have enormous 

value as records of history, 

language, culture and society.



Disinformation: Barnaby Joyce Didn’t Do This…

In a website that purports to be an online news site, we find an article with the following 

passage:

“Standing before lawmakers inside Parliament House, Joyce slammed a thick folder onto 

the desk and introduced a bill that would ban anyone with dual citizenship from serving in 

Parliament, arguing it was necessary to protect national loyalty.”



AI Overviews From A Query About This



Proceedings as Records and 

Records are Data



What We Learned Working With Proceedings

Search interfaces are great: 

● If you know what you’re looking for

● You have the background knowledge/domain expertise

You can’t search for what you don’t know.



Access Challenges for Researchers



There Will Never Be One Way For Everyone



Proceedings as Data Collections Enables Transformative Access

● Lots of organisations and projects are already doing this

● But not necessarily coordinated

● Or with the same goals



How We Ended Up Here:

Case Studies From Our 

Research



Federal Hansard as Data for our Case Studies



Unparliamentary Language





Hansard as Data for Studying Education Crisis Rhetoric



Is the Skills Crisis an Education Crisis?



Demonstration: Expansive 

Search Interfaces



Collaborative (Research) Infrastructure For Enabling Access

Reusable &

Accessible

Public

Interest

Documents



RAPID-CDL Partners

RAPID-CDL is a co-investment partnership with the Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC) through the 

HASS and Indigenous Research Data Commons (DOI: 10.3565/y37z-4y53). The ARDC is enabled by the 

Australian Government’s National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS).
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Summing Up

● Thinking about and working with proceedings as collections empowers a broader 

audience and helps build networks (and you don’t need to do it all!)

● There is a lot of scope for better coordination

● Commercial search engines may not be your friend.



Get in Touch!

Sam Hames 

s.hames@uq.edu.au

RAPID-CDL Project:

rapid-cdl@uq.edu.au

https://rapid-cdl.edu.au
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